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HOUSE BI LL 2114

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Kagi and D ckerson

Read first time 02/25/2003. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Servi ces.

AN ACT Relating to the funding of famly preservation and
intervention services; adding new sections to chapter 74.13 RCW
creating a new section; and maeki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the grow ng
research literature on proven famly preservation and intervention
services can have a positive inpact on how these services are funded
and delivered in our conmunities. This body of research helps to
denonstrate that successful, effective famly preservation and
intervention services are cost-effective to the state by neasurably
reducing rates of child abuse and negl ect, out-of-hone placenent, re-
referrals to child protective services, famly conflict, and behavi oral
problens in children who are in out-of-hone care.

The legislature further finds that while this body of research is
instructive in helping to guide decision making, research is by no
means static. Research should guide, but not limt, innovation within
a local comunity to best tailor proven prevention and intervention
strategies to the particular needs of that conmmunity. The |egislature
finds that the state can benefit greatly from the involvenent of
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i ndi vi dual s who are know edgeabl e about research in the field of famly
preservation and intervention, as well as individuals who are
know edgeabl e about | ocal comunity needs.

Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to establish a new
delivery systemfor famly preservation and i ntervention services which
assures that both research and community perspectives on effective
prevention and i ntervention strategi es gui de programfundi ng deci si ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Funding previously provided for the alternative response
system continuumof care, famly preservation services, and intensive
famly preservation services shall be conbined. The conbi ned funds
shall be allocated through a request for proposal issued by the
departnment of social and health services for the provision of famly
preservation and intervention services in the state.

(2) Each proposal nust be for a program that neets the follow ng
criteria:

(a) Defines clear, neasurable outcones;

(b) I's research-based,;

(c) Can denonstrate its anticipated cost-effectiveness;

(d) Can denonstrate broad conmunity involvenent, support, and
partnerships; and

(e) Conducts an evaluation of its program outcones.

(3) Each proposal nust clearly denonstrate coll aboration with the
appropriate regional office of the departnent of social and health
services and outline agreenments with the regional office regarding
referrals to the proposed program and a joint approach to addressing
the needs of famlies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) There is established a famly preservation and intervention
services panel convened by the departnent of social and health
servi ces. The panel shall review and rate all proposals for famly
preservation and intervention services throughout the state solicited
by the departnent under section 2 of this act and be responsible for
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the allocation of the funds appropriated for the purposes of sections
2 through 5 of this act. Funds shall be allocated to assure an
equitable distribution of resources anpong regions.

(2) The nmenbership of the panel shall consist of eleven nenbers,
appointed by the secretary of the departnent of social and health
services, who shall include: (a) Individuals with expertise in
research on effective famly preservation and intervention services;
(b) individuals with expertise in conunity-based provision of famly
preservation and intervention services, for whom nenbership on the
panel does not involve a conflict of interest; (c) representatives of
the Washington state institute for public policy; and (d)
representatives of the departnent of social and health services,
i ncludi ng regional office representatives.

(3) The panel shall elect a chair from anong its nenbers.
Vacancies in the menbership of the panel shall be filled in the sane
manner as the original appointnents.

(4) Reasonabl e expenses of the panel, including staffing and travel
expenses, shall be paid for with noneys appropriated for the purposes
of sections 2 through 5 of this act. Menbers of the panel shall be

rei nbursed for travel expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to the criteria provided in section 2(2) of this act,
the fam |y preservation and i ntervention services panel shall establish
criteria identifying specific outcones that a program nust denonstrate
its ability to neet, such as a reduction in any one or nore of the
fol | ow ng: Child abuse and neglect; out-of-honme placenent; re-
referrals to child protective services; famly conflict; and behavi oral
problens in children who are in out-of-hone care.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The famly preservation and intervention services panel shal
annually report to the legislature on the prograns funded under this
act. The report shall include, at a mnimum the follow ng i nformation
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for each funded program (1) The anmount of funding provided; (2) the
nunber of individuals served; and (3) an eval uation of the outcones.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The funds appropriated for famly preservation and intervention
servi ces throughout the state nust be used solely for the purposes of
sections 2 through 5 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The sumof twenty-one mllion three hundred
sevent een thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as nmay be necessary, is
appropriated from the general fund to the departnent of social and
health services for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2004, to carry out
t he purposes of this act.

--- END ---
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